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Cradle to Grave dancers at an abandoned granite quarry in Barre. Photo: Julia Barstow.

Dolls Deliver TLC

A message tucked into the tiny pocket of a TLC doll promises
“My ears were made for listening.” The soft fabric creations

are designed by young women at the Vermont School for

Girls, guided by teaching artists. With support from the Arts
Council and others, the Vermont Arts Exchange manages this
imaginative project, donating the dolls to the Project Against
Violent Encounters (PAVE), first responders, and hospital
emergency rooms—anywhere they can offer comfort to children
in crisis. Discussions are underway to provide dolls to opiate
clinics and other sites of healing and recovery across the state.

“Our community unfortunately has more
than its share of families in crisis.
The TLC project is about making a real
difference, both to the girls who create
the dolls and the children who
receive them.”

Matthew Perry
executive director, Vermont Arts Exchange
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Dancing With History

An abandoned granite quarry in Barre might seem an unlikely
place for a dance performance. For Hannah Dennison, the

site’s rich history and majestic stone walls were immediately
captivating. Hannah’s ensemble is months away from premiering
a dance-theater piece in one of Vermont’s oldest and deepest
quarries, inspired by both the stunning natural environment and
the labor history of the region.

A grant from the Arts Council helped Hannah and her artistic
partners to tackle the many challenges of choreographing in this
unusual—and uniquely compelling—space.

“In this setting, we place floating, moving
stages on which are colorful dancing
musical bodies and skeletal structures
that are a memory of their former selves.”

Hannah Dennison
artistic director, Cradle to Grave Arts

Hundreds of TLC dolls have been distributed across Vermont, including owls and a
female figure crowned “the goddess.” Photos: TW Collins.

Photos, top of page (left to right): A Head Start student displays his art work at an
after school exhibit in Bennington, photo courtesy of Head Start; Untitled by Richard
Heller from the autumn 2019 Spotlight Gallery exhibition Conduits, photo courtesy
of the artist; cast of Urinetown the Musical at the Lost Nation Theater in Montpelier,
June 2018, photo: Kathleen Keenan.



Amplifying Our State’s Creative Voices

Who is a Vermont artist? A wide range of artistic perspectives
shapes Vermont’s rich cultural landscape, but public perceptions
can be slow to change. | Am a Vermont Artist is an interview
project launched in 2019 to illuminate our state’s artistic
diversity. The series explores how artists’ creative expressions
reflect their experiences of ethnicity, gender identity, religion,
ability, or age.

From the Afropop group A2VT to spoken word poet LN Bethea
to Korean-American painter Misoo, artists share their thoughts
about whether living in Vermont affects their creative process,
how their practice has changed over time, and what they
envision for the future. Follow the series on our website or sign
up to receive our monthly newsletter: vermontartscouncil.org.

“Vermont fits me, fits my poetry, fits my

music, fits my hat making, and most
dearly, Vermont fits my spirit. Living in
Vermont has radically enabled my
creativity to blossom .. ”

Toussaint St. Negritude
artist featured in the | Am a Vermont Artist series

Where Art and Science Intersect

Artists Rachel Mirus Sargent and Alexandra Turner take their
artistry and passion for nature into art and science classrooms.
Artist residencies supported by the Arts Council introduced
students at Edmunds Elementary School and Crossett Brook
Middle School to nature journaling, 3-D cell modeling, and
embedding fossils in glass. Rachel worked with students in

a science classroom to explore historic and contemporary
scientific illustrators, and to delve into the question of how
visual representations of natural objects can influence how they
are understood.

Rachel and Alexandra, along with six other artists, were added
to the Council’s Teaching Artist Roster this year. All were selected
by an expert panel for their teaching talents, artistic excellence,
and collaborative planning skills.

Students at Crossett Brook Middle School in Duxbury learn the techniques of scientific illustration and nature journaling. Photos: Melissa Hunkins.
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Mapping the Creative Economy

Nationwide research tells us that creative industries and
enterprises can be vital catalysts for economic growth. In
Vermont, creativity and innovation are at the heart of our
state’s identity, strengthening communities, creating jobs, and
attracting tourists and new residents.

The Arts Council, on behalf of the Vermont Creative Network,
is developing an ambitious action plan for Vermont’s creative
economy. The plan builds on several years of research, part-
nership-building, and community inquiry, including studies of
east-central Vermont and the Northeast Kingdom.

Slated to be released later this year, the plan focuses on these
priorities: promoting creativity as part of the Vermont brand;
investing in creative enterprises and individuals; supporting
emerging entrepreneurs; and leveraging partnerships between
the creative sector and other sectors of Vermont’s economy.

Did you know?

e Vermont’s share of creative economy jobs (9.3 percent
of all employment) is higher than the national average.
Most of those jobs are in design, specialty foods, and
visual arts and crafts.

Nearly 50 percent of Vermont’s creatives are
self-employed.

The creative economy needs a boost. Job growth in
this sector is slow (8 percent growth in Vermont from
2010 to 2018, compared to 14 percent nationally).

Read more and follow our progress on the
Vermont Creative Network website:
vermontcreativenetwork.org will take you there.

Jim Sardonis’ concept highlights what he sees as one of the most important

functions of the VAEL: testing water for dangerous pollutants. Photo: Jim Sardonis.

Vermont Arts Council

From left to right, clockwise: Christal Brown, photo: Alan Kimara Dixon; casting process
of a sculpture by Karen Petersen, photo courtesy of Vermont Arts Council; Scrag
Mountain musicians perform at Highland Center for the Arts, photo: Gillian Lise
Photography; a cheese cellar at Jasper Hill Farm, photo courtesy of Jasper Hill Farm.

Statewide research is supported by Jane’s Trust, The Windham Foundation, the
Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development, and the National
Life Group Foundation.

A Big Frog in Randolph

This big green amphibian, posed as if peeking out of the water,
greets visitors to the Vermont Agriculture and Environmental Lab
(VAEL) in Randolph Center. Designed and created by sculptor Jim
Sardonis, the frog is the latest Art in State Buildings project.

Since 1988, works of public art have been commissioned in
thirty-five buildings across Vermont, drawing on the talents of more
than sixty artists. The Arts Council collaborates with the Department
of Buildings and General Services to administer this program, which
is dedicated to enhancing state-owned buildings and public spaces
through art.

“Frogs have smooth, moist skin that is
permeable to substances in the water.
The fact that only the head of the frog is
showing emphasizes . .. that other more
dangerous things may be hidden below
the surface.”

Jim Sardonis
sculptor
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Animating Infrastructure Grants support community projects that
integrate art with infrastructure improvements.

Artists in Schools Grants help schools develop in-class residency
relationships with Vermont artists.

Artist Development Grants support professional development for
artists at all stages of their careers.

Arts Impact Grants expand access to and participation in the arts.

Arts Partnership Grants support the annual operations of Vermont arts
organizations.

Creation Grants support the creation of new work by
Vermont artists.

Cultural Facilities Grants help nonprofit organizations and municipali-
ties to improve the safety, quality, or accessibility of public buildings.

Head Start Arts Integration Grants support arts-integrated experiences
for early education students and teachers in Head Start classrooms.

Special Project Grants are awarded at the discretion of the
executive director.

Art in State Buildings Grants promote the work of Vermont artists and

enrich the state’s cultural landscape through public art
installations.

We are working to build a Vermont where everyone
has access to the arts and creativity in their lives,

education, and communities.




From July 1, 2018 through June 30,

2019, the Vermont Arts Council was

generously supported by the
following contributors.

Anonymous (2)

George W. Mergens Foundation

Jane’s Trust

National Endowment for the Arts

New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation

State of Vermont

Windham Foundation

The Harry Frank Guggenheim
Foundation

IBM

National Life Group

Patricia Passmore Alley
Gisela and Adam Alpert
Anonymous

Sabrina Brown and Fred Haas
Edward Clark and Laura Wilson
Sara Coffey and David Snyder
David Ellenbogen

Ruth Goldstone

Jed and Jini Hornung

Lowell and Sandra Mintz
Montpelier Alive

Elizabeth Steele

Bermil Foundation

Bill and Ruth Botzow

Chelsea Green Publishing
John and Laurie Chester

Alice Claflin

Nicholas I. DeFriez

DMI Paving

Churchill and Janet Franklin
Amy Lilly

Reeve Lindbergh and Nat Tripp
Main Street Landing

Rebecca and Charles McMeekin
Chris McVeigh

Gail Nunziata

People’s United Bank

James and Judy Pizzagalli
Andrea B. Rogers

Greg and Sally Sargent
Michael and Catherine Sheffield
Nicholas Sherman

Bob and Alison Stannard

TPW Real Estate

Whetstone Station

Anonymous

Gretchen Abendschein

Dr. Gladys Agell

Alla Vita

Richard Alther

Julia Alvarez and Bill Eichner
Z. Philip Ambrose

Artisans Hand

Jeff and Julie Benay

Marilyn Blackwell

Casey Blanchard

Deborah Bottle

Robert and Maureen Brandt
Laurie Brittain

Paul Bruhn

Capitol Grounds

Brianne E. Chase

William Chester

Barbara Chick

Sheila Childs

Chroma Technology

Peter and Nicki Clarke

Dick Conrad and Judith Irven

Jo Sabel Courtney

Amy Cunningham

Greg and Tina Cutler

Will and Laurie Danforth

John Depaula

Claudia and Jeremy H. Dole

Frank and Ducky Donath

Down Home Kitchen

The Drawing Board

Alida and John Drinklage

Hasso Ewing

Jill Fox

Hilarie Gade

Paul Gagne

gbA Architecture & Planning

Lauren Anne Geiger

Mr. and Mrs. Donal K. Gordon

Valerie Graham

Philip H. Gray

The Growald Family Fund

Gerald Heffernan

Jilland George Helmer

Jessica Henry

Paul and Patricia Highberg

Highland Center for the Arts

Jennifer Hopkins

Charlie Hunter

Gale Hurd

Henry Isaacs

Major Jackson

Julian and Joy Jaffe

David Kelley

Diane Kemble

Sen. Jane Kitchel

Cherolyn and Robert Laston

Latchis Theatre

Sydney Lea and Robin Barone

Leonine Public Affairs

Jill and Robert Levis

Todd Lockwood

Evie Lovett and Jeff Shumlin

Theodore Lyman

Dennis W. Marden

Liz Markowski

Ellen McCulloch-Lovell and
Dr. Christopher Lovell

Bill Merrylees and Lucy Patti

Sandy and Muffie Milens

Eric Miller and Brooke Herndon

Gary and Meg Miller

Peter Miller

Mitchell Giddings Fine Arts

Montpelier Alive

Ginny and Hartley Neel

Radetta Nemcosky

Marv Neuman

Rosamond Orford

Gayle Ottmann

Paige & Campbell

Robert G. and Theresa M. Paquin

Katherine Paterson

John and Melinda Patterson

Greg Paus

Robin Perlah

Ceil Petrucelli

Tony and Susan Pietricola

Margaret F. Plympton

Robert and Nancy Pope

Verandah Porche

Sara Ellen Potter

Michele Ratté

Elizabeth Ricketson

Pat Robins and Lisa Schamberg

Ronald and Nancy Rucker

Lois Ruttenberg

Frank Salomon

Edie Sawitsky and Michael Keane
Sue Schiller
William and Kate Schubart
Sarah Seidman
Alice Shaner-Simpson
Skip and Del Sheldon
Vassie Sinopoulos
Philip and Marcia Steckler
Judy and Will Stevens
Patrick Stewart
Stonorov Workshop
Edmond Strainchamps
Swenson Granite Company
Bruce and Susan Talmadge
Yasmin Tayeby
W. Nicholas Thorndike
Susan and Bob Titterton
Town of Jamaica
Union Mutual of Vermont

Companies
Claire Van Vliet
Vermont Artisan Designs
Vermont College of Fine Arts
Vermont Community Foundation
Vermont Jazz Center
Ellen Bryant Voigt
Janet Wallstein and Jane Dewey
Andrea S. Wasserman
Janet D. Watton
Michael and Ethel Weinberger
Lynne Weinstein and

William Strauss
Gary E. West
Alex and Vanessa Wolff
Woodbury Mountain Toys

Bonnie Acker and John Davis
Miriam Adams
Anonymous (2)
Sarah Ashe
Eric Bass and Ines Zeller Bass
Robert S. Bast
Iris M. Berezin
Antonello and Adriana Borra
Sarah Bowen
Gayl Braisted
Don Bredes and Eileen Boland
Trudi Brock
Paul Calter
Elissa Campbell
John and Mary Carnahan
Howard Schapiro and Jan Carroll
Jack Cartet
James and Andrea Chandler
Susannah Colby
Polly Connell
Paschal DeBlasio and
Jo-Ann Beaudin
Ronald and Martha DeCoigne
Carolyn and Nelson Dittmar
The Honorable James Douglas and
Dorothy Douglas
Zon Eastes and Peggy Spencer
Milton and Janet Fowler
Elizabeth Fram
Pamela Gallagher
William and Eva Garcelon-Hart
Edward Gartner
Susanna Gellert
Jeffry Glassberg and
Amanda Bodell
Alice Greenspan
Allan Guggenheim
Robert Haas
Karen Hansen
Geof Hewitt
Virginia L. Hood
Cynthia Huard
Paul and Peggy Irons
Woody and Ingrid Jackson
Patricia Klinefelter

FY2019 Contributors

Walt Levering and Carolyn Ruschp
Robert A. Lloyd
David Marchant
Gabrielle McDermit
Sarah Miller
William and Nancy Osgood
Meg Ostrum
Pamela Polston
David L. Powsner
Stanley Rosen
Marcia and Joseph Rosen
Lewis Schiller
Irene Schrauth Wilson and
David Wilson
Barbara Scotch
Michael and Nancy Sherman
Jill Skillin
Jing Ji Stangel
Robert and Judith Sterns
Steve Stettler
Mark Stoler
Meta Strick
Fred and Diane Swan
Suzanne Tanner
Peter Jack Tkatch
Robert and Karen Tortolani
Robert Troester and
Joan Stepenske
Douglas Trump
Mark and Robin Twery
Sarah Wheeler
Alan L. Zaur, MD

Jackie Abrams

Leland Alper

Amanda Amend
Anonymous

Lois M. Beardwood

Naomi Bossom

Juanita Burch-Clay

Mary Byrnes

Michael J. Caduto

Dan and Marta Cambra

Ann W. Campbell

Sarah Carter

Seth Chalmer

Michele Clark

Christa Clifford

John Creech and Emily P. Laird
Ruth Drake

Nicholas and Cornelia Emlen
Edward Gale

Barbara Garber

Miciah Gault

Dominique Gustin

Recille C. Hamrell

Bettina Krampetz

Dan Lindner

Judith Mathison

Susan McClure

Nicola Morris

Michiko Qishi

Henry and Barbara Payson
Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith
Cristina Pellechio and Job Heintz
Alban and Margaret Richey
Margo Rome

Abby Rose

Jeryl and Shelagh Shapiro
Rabbi Amy Small

Fred Stetson and Katherine Pond
Elizabeth Stookey Sunde
Diane Tetrault

Lydia and Rob Thomson

M. Emmet Walsh

Judith Wrend

Peter Zakrewski



Rick Agran
Richard Amore
Christal Brown
David Burnell
Andrew Butterfield
Jessica Clayton
Brian Cohen
Karen Dillon
Sabrina Fadial
Joshua Farr
Martha Fitch
Tara Goreau
Bethany Hale
Judy Hayward

Ashley Hensel-Browning

Morgan lrons
Liz Keithline
Rick Kerschner
Marjorie Kramer
Ken Leslie

Eileen Little

Phayvanh Luekhamhan

Toby MacNutt
Susan Evans McClure

Gary Miller

Moby Pearson
Adrienne Petrillo
Peggy Rainville
Michael Rose
Andrea Rosen
Steve Scrivens

Julia Shipley

Kelly Stoddard-Poor
Lin Stone

Brendan Taaffe

Sam Thurston

Sage Tucker-Ketcham
Benjamin Van Vliet
Orly Yadin

Jack Zeilenga

Mike Charron
Peter Johnke
Sarah Launderville
Jacob Lavigne
Deborah Lisi-Baker

Lisa Ryan
Heidi Swevens
Renee Wells

Caitlin Corkins
Karen Mittelman
Steve Perkins

Chard deNiord

Tamra Higgins

Major Jackson

Christopher Kaufman llstrup
George Longenecker

Sabrina Brown

Ed Clark

Jo Sabel Courtney
Greg Cutler

Major Jackson
Reeve Lindbergh
Rebecca McMeekin
Nicole Nelson

Mickey Meyers Toby MacNutt

Financials
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Statement of Activities

Revenue

State appropriation $717,735

Other restricted state revenue $260,717

Revenue

National Endowment for the Arts grant $712,689

State appropriation

Gail Nunziata

Greg Paus

Robin Perlah

Tony Pietricola
Stephen Pite

Greg Sargent

Nick Sherman

Bob Stannard

Edmond Strainchamps
Yasmin Tayeby

Kira Bacon
Michele Bailey
Meredith Bell
Alice Claflin

Amy Cunningham
Dominique Gustin
Troy Hicks

Susan McDowell
Karen Mittelman
Hannah Morris
Tom Pilon

Other restricted state revenue

Private grants, contributions, interest, misc. $100,188

National Endowment for the Arts grant

Total revenue $1,791, 329

Expenses

Grants and related services $697,347

Program support $328,151

Fundraising, marketing, and advocacy $178,801

Vermont Creative Network $91,514

Administration $468,539 Expenses

Total expenses $1,764, 352

Net operating surplus/(deficit) $26,977 Program support

Private grants, contributions, interest, misc.

Grants and related services

Fundraising, marketing, and advocacy

Total net assets beginning of fiscal year $768,089

Vermont Creative Network

Total net assets end of fiscal year $795,066

Administration
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